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                                                                   klandmesser@greenvillecounty.org
GADC Professional Earns Advanced Economic Development Accreditation
GREENVILLE COUNTY, SC – February 12, 2008 – The Greenville Area Development Corporation, the county-chartered organization tasked with promoting and enhancing the economic growth of Greenville County, has announced that project manager Tavia Murphy Gaddy has earned South Carolina Certified Economic Developer (SCCED) status by completing the South Carolina Economic Developers’ Advanced Symposium. 

Murphy Gaddy becomes the 3rd member of the GADC staff to hold the coveted certification.
The SCCED certification is awarded following an intensive five-day course providing advanced training in theory and fundamentals of economic development in South Carolina.  The certification is bestowed for two years, with re-certification required through the Professional Development Committee of the South Carolina Economic Developers Association (SCEDA). 
Presented by the South Carolina Economic Development Association, Tate School of Business at the College of Charleston, and the South Carolina Department of Commerce, the training covers a range of topics including Civil Engineering, Financing, Utilities, Incentives Negotiation, Cost Benefit Analysis and Media Relations. Testing is conducted on each topic presented, and execution and presentation of a project to a team of peers is required to graduate. 

Murphy Gaddy, a GADC project manager since being recruited to Greenville in 2005 from the South Carolina Department of Commerce where she worked in the Division of Rural Government, is also the first African American woman to serve as economic development project manager on a community level in South Carolina’s history.

She received her B.A. in Mass Communication from Grambling State University and a Masters in Mass Communications from the University of South Carolina.  She is a member of the S.C. Economic Developers Association.
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Her responsibilities include marketing to and working with both existing and prospective new businesses in Greenville County;  helping in the development of short and long range economic development plans and strategies; gathering, interpreting, and preparing data for studies and reports; and collaborating with other economic development agencies.

“Tavia is very knowledgeable about Greenville County and plays an important, participative role in helping attract quality jobs to this area,” said Jay Rogers, Chairman of the Board of the Greenville Area Development Corporation.   “The SCCED certification reflects her continued commitment to expanding her talents and supporting the pursuit of better jobs and a brighter future for our area.”
For additional information on the Greenville Area Development Corporation, visit them on the web at www.GoGADC.com or call 864.235.2008.
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The Greenville Area Development Corporation is a non-profit organization established by Greenville County Council to promote and enhance the economic growth and development of Greenville County.  For additional information, visit them on the web at www.GoGADC.com or call (864) 235-2008.

